





Built between 1613 and 1618 by the City of London and owned by the
Honourable the Irish Society. A circuit of the Walls is 1,325 metres (roughly one
mile), the height is between 6 and 7.5 metres and the breadth is 4 to 9 metres.

After the Siege many special events have taken place on the Walls. The most notable were
their use as a venue for two meetings of the Londonderry Corporation. On 15th Sep. 1945,
the Freedom of the City was conferred to Viscount Montgomery of Alamein: the Freedom
Scroll was presented in a replica of the Mountjoy ... the ship that broke the Siege. Again, on
25th October 1945 the Freedom of the City was conferred on Field Marshall Alexander of
Tunis. The Scroll on this occasion was enclosed in a silver replica of Roaring Meg: one of the
famous cannons along the Walls. Both occasions were broadcast by the BBC.

Opened in 1877 to
commemorate the 13
Apprentice Boys who
closed the City Gates,
commencing the Siege
of Londonderry which
lasted from December
1688 to August 1689.
The Hall was extended
along Society Street in
1937. A number

of artefacts, carefully
preserved, can be
viewed within the Hall.

Walking along the Walls above the Apprentice Boys Memorial Hall,
alongside St Augustiness Church, is Grand Parade. In the early 19th
Century 14 sycamore trees were planted along this stretch of the
Walls. The fourteen trees represent the thirteen Apprentice Boys who
closed the gates on the advance party of King Jameses soldiers, and
James Morrison who was present at Ferryquay Gate during the arrival
of the Earl of Antrimes Redshanks. Morrison assured that this
advance party beat a hasty retreat. It is recorded that James Morrison
shouted: *Bring a Great Gun here.Z This had the necessary effect on
the Redshanks.

Sycamore Trees were selected as their fruit resembles a bunch of keys,
symbolic of the locked Gates. The last of the original fourteen trees
was blown down during a great storm on 21st November 1940.

Although the present
Church was built in
1872, the site was
used by the early
settlers for worship
until St Columbes
Cathedral was
constructed in 1633.

The site has been
*Godes AcreZ for at
least 750 years, with the
early Monastic building
probably founded in the
13th Century.

Sadly the column no longer stands; destroyed by Republican terrorists
on the 27 August 1973. The Pillar was built between 1826 and 1828
and was 81 feet (nearly 25 metres) in
height. The foundation stone for the
refurbished plinth was laid on 8th

August 1992, and officially dedicated by
the Governor of the Apprentice Boys of
Derry on 12th December 1992 prior to

the 304th Anniversary of the Shutting

of the Gates Commemoration parade.

Roaring Meg was
presented by the
Fishmongers
Company of

London, 1642.

This is the most
famous of the Siege
Cannon because of
its loud explosion
when fired. The 18
pounder was used for
ceremonial salutes up

to 1832.

On the 18th April 1689 King James Il approached this gate, having
been assured that the inhabitants of the City would surrender
following his appearance. On four occasions he summoned the City
to surrender, but hastily retreated when a cannon was fired from the
ramparts and an officer was killed close by. With the King banished
from before the Walls, a 105 day Siege blockade commenced.

The Gate was rebuilt in 1789 as a triumphal arch in memory of
William 111. The sculptured head on the outside of the Gate
represents the River Foyle, with the date 1689. The head on the

inside of the Gate represents the River Boyne bearing the date 1690.

Initiations into the Apprentice Boy#\ssociation, which can only
take place within the Walls of the City, were preformed on the top
of Bishopes Gate prior to the building of the Apprentice Boys
Memorial Hall.

Built between 1628 and 1633 by the
Honourable the Irish Society, the
Cathedral was used by both
Episcopalians and Presbyterians for
worship during the Siege. A hollow
shell fired into the City on 10 July
1689 carried an offer and terms of
surrender to the citizens. The shell
now sits on a pedestal at the entranc
hall to the Cathedral. >>>

>>> Governor Walkeres Bible and the locks of the Gates are also
preserved in the Cathedrales Chapter House.

During the Siege the Cathedrales tower acted as the signalling station
to those outside the City. The crimson flag flown from the Cathedral
was the sign of distresse. It also informed the relief ships beyond the
boom on the river that the City had not been taken. Following the
siege the colour crimson was adopted as the commemorative Siege
Colour and remains as the colour of the Apprentice Boys today.

The Apprentice Boys Association attends annual Thanksgiving
Services in the Cathedral to commemorate the Shutting of the
Gates and the Relief of City.

St Columbes was the first Cathedral to be erected in the British
Isles following the Reformation.

Located in the
Cathedral grounds.
During renovations

of the Cathedral the
remains of those who
had died during the
Siege were disturbed.
On 24th May 1861 the remains were interred and marked by a
monument to all who had died during the Siege. It was built by
the Apprentice Boys Associah, which still maintains the Mound
and lays a wreath each year as part of the annual Shutting of the
Gates Commemorations.

Added to the Walls in
1628 for those on sentry
duty, guarding the City.
These two watch towers
either side of Church
Bastion were strategically
located on the most
vulnerable side of the
City. They also provided
added defence to the
strategically important
cathedral whose then
tower provided the highest
vantage point for cannon.
The spire on the cathedral
is a more recent addition.

Close to the watch tower on
the New Gate side of Church
Bastion is a Sally Port.

This was an exit in the Wall
from which defenders would
«sally forthZ: making surprise
attacks by running out and
across the defensive ditch
which would have run along
the bottom of the Walls.

Continued overf



In 1787 an opening was made in the Walls between London Street and

Hawkin Street and the New Gatee was erected. This was the first opening

to be made into the Walled City, other than the four original gates.

In 1795 the Gate was widened and ornamented and again rebuilt in
1866. The keystones represent the Reverend George Walker,
prominent Episcopalian Minister and Governor during the Siege and

the Reverend James Gordon, Presbyterian Minister during the Siege.
This was the first Gate closed by the Apprentice Boys on 7 December

1688 (OS*) against the Earl of Antrimes Redshanks.

In the late 1600es the
River Foyle almost
reached to the City
Walls at this point.

The City was built on

a hill surrounded to

the North and East by
the River Foyle and to
the West there was a
bog which flooded at
High Tide, placing

the City on a virtual island. While today looking at the hills and with
the hindsight of history we may question the defensive value of the
Walls. At the time defence would have been considered with the
potential of local rebellion in mindor which the Walls were a
formidable deterrent.

Unveiled 20th January 1926 this
tablet sits in the Walls between
Shipquay and Magazine Gates, and
close to the spot where Browninges
body was brought ashore. Micaiah
Browning was Captain of the ship
Mountjoy when the boom blocking
the Foyle was breached. The
Mountjoy was part of the flotilla
which relieved the starving citizens
inside the Walls. Captain Browning
was killed in action, saving the City
of his birth.

Completed in 1890, the
building has witnessed
some alterations
following a fire in 1908
and a terrorist bomb in
1972. The magnificent
stain glass windows tell

the story of life in Londonderry from the building of the Walls up to
the 20th Century. On top of the Guildhall is a weather vane which has
a ship representing the Mountjoy. The Lord Mayores Chain of Office
has 13 links, representing the thirteen Apprentice Boys. The Mayorss
Medallion worn on ceremonial occasions was presented to the City by

King William 11l in 1692.

On the Walls above the Guildhall Square there are nine cannon
dating from 1610-1635 with City of London Arms. Two earlier
Elizabethan cannon marked with the Tudor Rose and date, 1590,
are near Shipquay Gate. Many of the cannon around the Walls were
gifts from the London Companies. These can be identified by the
names of the Companies “being inscribed on the barrels: Mercers,
Fishmongers, Grocers, Salters, Merchant Taylors and Vintners.

Built in 1865 as an additional opening into the Walled City, and the

third new gate constructed since the siege. The Gate has the sculpted

heads of Adam Murray and David Cairns, leaders in the defence of

the City in 1689. The head on the inside of the gate is crowned with a

wreath of shamrock, oak leaves and little skulls, believed to identify
Murray the Siege Hero.

A further new gate created in 1803. This was the second of the
additional gates constructed after the siege.

This Gate was
completely rebuilt and
ornamented in 1810.
The main effort of

the besiegers against
the Walls was
concentrated against
Butcherss Gate and
the adjoining Bastion.
Extensive damage was
created each day, but
repeatedly repaired by
the Defenders each
night.

The Presbyterian Church
received a donation from
Queen Mary in 1690

in recognition of the support
from Presbyterians during
the Siege. The Presbyterians
had been using St Augustines
Church «on loanZ until they
had their own place of
worship. The Church was
rebuilt in 1777, with a new
frontage attached in 1903.

This small courtyard above the Memorial Hall on Society Street
was opened in 1992 by the Mayor, Alderman William Hay.

The centre-piece is a statue of the Reverend George Walker,
Governor of the City in 1689. This is a facsimile of the statue
which once stood atop Walkerss Column: of which only the head
was recovered from the rubble of the 1973 bomb which destroyed
the monument. The head is now on display in the Apprentice Boys
Museum. A copper plaque, dedicated to the Heroes of the Great
Siege, displays the names of the 13 Apprentice Boys who closed
the Gates in December 1688. There are plans to build a permanent
museum on this site at some future time.

At the centre of the Walled City is the Diamond. The Market
House, Exchange and Corporation Hall, once stood on this site.
The Diamond is at the centre of the old City; the junction of the
four main streets, converging from the four original Gates.

The War Memorial is dedicated to all those who have lost their
lives in conflict since 1914. The Winged centre-piece
represents Victory.
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APPRENTICE BOYSe
ANNUAL COMMEMORATIONS

The two most important dates commemorated by Apprentice Boys aresthetting of the Gates,
andThe Relief of Derry.The schedules outlined on these pages @pproximate and may vary from
time to time: the order of events is a constant. Each of the eight Parent Clubs, in rotation, holds the
honour of being responsible for many of the formal aspects otidwgse activities: for example, the firing

of the cannon, the Touching of the Gates, the raising of the Siege Flags, Service duties at the Cathedral

In 2007/2008, the 319 Anniversary Commemorations, the honour is held by The Mitchelburne Club,
followed by the No Surrender Club, the Browning Club, the Baker Club, the Campsie Club, the
Murray Club, the Apprentice Boys of Derry Club, and the Walker Club in 2014/2015.

SHUTTING OF THE GATES

Generally the first Saturday in December Bishop Gate, Butcher

- commemorating the 7th December Gate and finally Shipquay
% . . Gate. This represents

(OS*) anniversary of the Apprentice

_ a symbolic closing of
Boyse Shutting of the Gates. the gates.
*0Old style calandar.

The Apprentice Boys of Derry Commemorative

events begin at midnight Friday, on the eve of the next Early morning,

day’s commemoration, with the firing otannon

1 shot and then 3 shots symbolises the Thirteen
Apprentice Boys who shut the gates against the
advancing armies of King James.

Members of the Parent Club will then walk around
the walls taking part in th@uching of the Gates
commencing with Ferryquay Gate, moving on to

the Siege flags
are erected on
Walker’s Plinth.

The effigy ofGovernor

Lundy is brought out of the
Memorial Hall and erected on
a scaffold located in Bishop's
Street. Lundy was a Governo
of the City during the Siege.
He deserted his position and
the besieged people, leaving
under the cover of the night
dressed as an ordinary soldie
In fact, he later served Willia
[II; Lundy was a traitor to the
City, though not to the King.

At 10amin the morning the General Committee of
the Apprentice Boys Association opens in the
Memorial Hall. All visiting Clubs parade from
Waterside Railway Station, departingldt 30am

to the Memorial Hall via Hawkin Street.

The main parade leaves
Society Street dt.15pm

via the Diamond, to Carlisle
Road and up Wapping Lane
to St Columbes Cathedralor
the AnnualThanksgiving
Service for the Shutting of
the Gates which commences
at2.00pm

At the conclusion of
Divine Service a Wreath i
laid by the Officers of the
host Parent Club on the
Siege Heroes Moundn
the grounds of the
Cathedral.

The parade then re-forms and returns to Bishop
Street for theBurning of Lundy, which takes place
at approximatelyjpm.

Before Lundy is set alight the soles of Lundy’s boots
are removed and presented to a member of the Parent
Club, or to a selected Club, as a commemorative
memento of the Year’s Duties to the Association.

The Governor and Officers of General Committee
take the salute in Bishop Street as the Parade returns
to the Waterside via London Street. With the visg
Branch Clubs returning to their transport, the
Governor and Officers return to the Memorial Hall

to close General Committee at aroun@Opm

The Shutting of the Gates is smaller than the
summer’s Relief of Derry Commemorative Parade.
Those who attend are mostly Parent Clubs and

a number of visiting Clubs.

_The bells will be rung and Crimson flagsted. The Siege colour Crimson shall be v



THE RELIEF OF DERRY

COMMEMORAT

This event is held annually on the
second Saturday in August,
commemorating the Relief of the
City from a 105 day siege blockade.

The Apprentice Boys of Derry “Relief of Derry”
Commemorative events beginratdnight Friday,

on the eve of the next day’s commemoration, with
the firing of acannon 1 shot and then 3 shots
symbolises the Thirteen Apprentice Boys who
shut the gates against the advancing armies of
King James.

Members of the Parent Club will then walk around
the walls taking part in th&ouching of the Gates
symbolically ensuring the security of the City.

Early morning, the Siege flags are erected on
Walker's Plinth.

ONS

At 9amthe General Committee of the Apprentice
Boys Association opens in the Memorial Hall.

The Officers and Members of General Committee
will move on to the Walls @.30amand complete
the circuit followed by the Parent Clubs and their
engaged bands.

Having left the
Walls, at10am
the General
Committee and
the Parent Clubs
move to the
Cenotaphto lay
a wreath at the War Memorial in the Diamond.

This is an exceptionally
well choreographed
Service of Remembranc
which lends to the
dignity and respect of the
occasion. Following
Remembrance, General
Committee and Parent
Clubs walk toSt
Columbes Cathedral

St Columb’s CathedralRelief of Derry Service of
Thanksgiving is held atL0.30am The Dean of the

By 12.30pmthe Main Paradeproceeds up Carlisle
Road, through Ferryquay gate.

It proceeds along Ferryquay Street, around the
Diamond, up Bishop Street, through London Street
to the Fountain and
down Wapping Lane
before returning across
Craigavon BridgeParent
Clubs join the Parade
inside Ferryquay Gate
(from Artillery Street)

to lead their branch
Clubs through the City,
symbolically beginning
from the first gate to

be closed to King James’
army.

The Main Parade winds around the Waterside and
The Governor and Officers of General Committee
take the salute in May Street, before re-forming

Cathedral leads an Order of Service barely changedalong with the Parent Clubs at Bond Street and

in centuries. This is a public Service, and all are
welcome.

Around 11.45am following the Service of
Thanksgiving, the General Committee walks to
Craigavon Bridge to meet with the Main Parade.

The Crimson Playersperform thesRelief of
DerryZ Pageanat Carlisle Roundabout at
mid-day (12 noon).

As the Pageant
concludes, celebratory
‘daylight’ fireworks
explode over the Foyle
heralding the start of the
Main Paradeadvancing
over Craigavon Bridge to
join General Committee.

returning the Colours to the City. The day’s events
conclude with the return of the Parent Clubs to the
Memorial Hall at around 05.30pm and the closing

of General Committee.

Up to 10,000 Apprentice Boys accompanied by
around 130 bands take part in the Relief of Derry
Commemorations. This Parade has the greatest
number of visiting Apprentice Boys, from as far
away as Canada and the USA, taking the
opportunity of summer breaks to join with their
fellow Apprentice Boys in keeping alive the memory
of the historic and heroic events of 1688-1689.

_The bells will be rung and Crimson flagsted. The Siege colour Crimson shall be v



e Maiden City Festival From small beginnings in 1998 the

was created in 1998 to help Maiden City Festival grew to become
explain and educate on the the premier celebration of diversity
history and heritage that the in Ulster by 2005. A short break
Apprentice Boys of Derry 2006/2007 to refocus and reinvigorate
Association exists to provided renewed energy in 2008 to
promote. e Festival was once again present the "agship

also established with the Festival that genuinely promotes

the Maiden City; a tribute to the
Apprentice Boys of Derry and to
the communities of the City who
support the event.

purpose of placing the
Apprentice Boys of Derry
Commemorations in the
wider context of Protestant

culture and to reduce e Maiden City Festival is a showcase for
alienation of Protestants Protestant culture of tolerance and openness,
within the Derry City and for the heritage that is entrusted to the

Apprentice Boys of Derry. It provides a home
for all those who wish to celebrate music, song
or dance - just for the love of it, in a politics-free,
baggage-free environment. e Maiden City
Festival is the way in which the Protestant
community of Londonderry, a minority
community, is able to make a contribution to

the life of the City and to the diversity of
expression of culture.

Council area.

e nervous and near empty streets of 1998
seem to be forgotten. e August Maiden City
Festival, held in the week before the Relief of
Derry commemorations, promotes an open
and welcoming City. Londonderry is an historic
Walled City that welcomes large numbers of
visitors throughout the summer.

e Maiden City Festival would like to thank

all those who have contributed their time, energy
and imagination, and especially to those who are
not members of the Apprentice Boys of Derry.

www.MaidenCityFestival.com




THE APPRENTICE BOYS
MUSEUM AND EXHIBITION

A permanent museum space has been
created at the Memorial Hall. is is a
unique opportunity to take a look behind
the doors of the Memorial Hall, which
houses one of the “nest collection of
meeting rooms for use of the three
Loyal Orders in the country.

FREE ADMISSION, ALL ARE WELCOMEf
Open throughout the Summer and by special reqt

The Governor, Officers and Members of the
Apprentice Boys of Derry wish to thank those
who have visited our City and walked the
historic Walls along the same ramparts on
which our forefathers stood in defence of civil
and religious liberty. To the Apprentice Boyse
Association the memory of 1688-1689 is as
vivid today as though the smoke from Roaring
Meg was still blowing from the Walls.

We trust this brief introduction will create
a curiosity to learn more about the great
Siege of Londonderry.



